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Sustainable Development (I)

We must meet the [energy] needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own 
[energy] needs.

The Brundtland Report, 1987, “Our Common Future”



Sustainable Development (II)

The Brundtland Report, 1987, “Our Common Future”

We must conserve and enhance our 
[energy] resource base by gradually 
changing the ways in which we develop and 
use [clean energy] technologies. 



Can the cooperative business model 
support new ideas and initiatives to 

address global energy 
sustainability?

The answer:  Of Course!



Consider Our Values

• Self-help and Self-responsibility
• Democracy and Equality
• Equity and Solidarity

These values strongly support the idea of 
fair, affordable and technically achievable 
clean energy supply for all.



A Nationwide Campaign
www.ourenergy.coop



Three Actionable Areas

• Energy Efficiency
• Conservation
• Renewable Energy



Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation as the First Priority

“Efficient use of existing supplies is widely 
acknowledged as the fastest, cheapest, and 
cleanest way to meet future energy needs.

“Squeezing greater productivity from current energy
consumption requires no increase in energy 
generation.”

Source:  U.S. Department of State



Efficiency and Conservation 
Initiatives

• Introduce “smarter” technology to balance 
supply and demand

• Reduce overall consumption
– Lighting improvements
– Insulation and reduced rooftop absorption
– High efficiency heat pumps and geothermal 

systems
– Efficient vehicle usage





Utility Scale Renewable Energy 
Initiatives

• Wind farms
• Solar installations
• Digesters and landfills
• Biofuels



Community-based Renewable 
Energy Initiatives

• Solar Electric
• Solar Water Heating
• Small Scale Wind Projects





Cooperative Opportunities:
Purchasing Cooperatives

“Green” supply chain management

– Some for-profit organizations and some 
cooperatives are currently doing this

– Potential cost savings, for example, 
eliminating costly, non-recyclable packing 
materials



Cooperative Opportunities: 
Credit Unions and Cooperative 

Banks

Energy efficiency loan programs
– Efficiency improvements reduce energy bills
– More purchasing power for members



Cooperative Opportunities: 
Retail Consumer Cooperatives

Renewable energy commitments
– Purchase of renewable energy supply
– Offering of renewable energy offset credits to 

members

Member education on energy efficiency 
and conservation



Cooperative Opportunities:  
Worker Cooperatives

• Energy auditing
• Home/business efficiency improvements
• Discounts on materials and equipment
• Renewable retrofits



Over 2 billion people worldwide
do not have electricity



New Energy Cooperative 
Development

• World Bank
• Development Banks
• National Governments



A Possible View of The Future

Cooperatives worldwide supporting 
the democratisation of energy by 
bringing the energy decisions back 
to the local level and into the hands 
of the consumer through the 
cooperative business model.


