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Outline of PresentationOutline of Presentation

� What is the ICA?
� ICA Development Programme
� Co-operatives and MDG’s
� Global Co-operative Campaign against 

Poverty
� Links with the SGA

Outline of PresentationOutline of Presentation



My Key MessageMy Key Message

Co-operation helps!

My key messageMy key message



What is the ICAWhat is the ICA

“the ICA is an independent non-
governmental organisation which unites, 
represents and serves co-operatives 
worldwide”

What is the ICA?What is the ICA?



A little about usA little about us…………

� One of the largest and oldest NGO’s in the world, 
established 1895

� Our members includes 230 national and 
international organisations in all sectors of activity 
from 100 countries, representing 760 million 
individuals worldwide

� Hold consultative status with the United Nations 
and its agencies

A little about usA little about us……
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ICA DEVELOPMENT ICA DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMMEPROGRAMME
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•• Business Development Business Development 
•• ValueValue--based Professional   based Professional   

Management & LeadershipManagement & Leadership
•• CoCo--operative Identity & Imageoperative Identity & Image
� Contribute to UN Millennium 

Development Goals (poverty 
campaign…)

� HIV/AIDS, Fair Trade
� Develop new partnerships (UK, 

etc…)

Development PrioritiesDevelopment Priorities



MDGs

Eradicate
extreme

poverty and 
hunger

Achieve
universal

primary education

Promote gender
equality and 

empower women

Reduce child
mortality

Improve
material health

Combat 
HIV/AIDS

Ensure
environmental
sustainability

Develop a
global partnership
for development

The co-operative potential
in terms of employment and 

income creation is well
known. Co-operatives

employ more than
100 million workers

and boast
760 million members

worldwide.

Co-operatives are 
democratic-based

enterprise
(1 member, 1vote).

Health and insurance
Co-operatives are relevant

way to inform about some health
risks and to manage

the baneful co-nsequences of
some risks.

Co-operatives work
for  the sustainable

development of
their communities
(cf. 7th Principle)

In strengthening the 
Co-operatuve movement

by working together
through local, national,

regional and international
structures, cooperatives

develop a global
partnership to meet

their members’ interests.
(cf. 6th principle)

Co-operative schools allow
children to learn in a 

conducive environment
led by friendship
and cooperation.

CO-OPERATIVES

Global Co-operative Campaign
against Poverty
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HIV/AIDS PandemicHIV/AIDS Pandemic

� The co-operative movement can contribute to the 
Millennium Development Goal of halting the 
spread of HIV/AIDS.

� Partnership with UNAIDS
� Adopted a Strategy for Co-operatives Fighting 

HIV/AIDS. www.ica.coop/ica/issues/hiv-aids-
strategy



Fair tradeFair trade

� Define ICA’s role and potential contribution
� Discussions with UK movement



CoCo--operatives and operatives and 
PovertyPoverty

� The co-operative movement supports the 
achievement of the UN Millennium 
Development Goals. 

� Co-operatives provide means for the poor to 
uplift their own social and economic 
conditions. 

� Self-help and co-operation ensures 
sustainable development.





Global CoGlobal Co--operative     operative     
Campaign Against Campaign Against 

PovertyPoverty

� The campaign focuses on opportunities and 
stimulates equitable growth and 
empowerment. 

� Part of ILO/ICA common agenda (MoU)



Global CoGlobal Co--operative     operative     
Campaign Against Campaign Against 

PovertyPoverty

� ICA’s, Partners’, Members’ Development 
Programmes

� Twinning (e.g. UK and Africa) 
� Inclusion of co-operatives in PRSPs
� Communication



Examples of ICA Poverty   Examples of ICA Poverty   
Reduction Reduction ProgrammesProgrammes



Poverty reduction - Americas



West West AfricaAfrica

� 16 countries including 8 
Sahelian countries

� Desertification , deforestation, 
food insecurity for 17 millions  
people living in the Sahel

� Poverty:8 countries below 
1$/capita/day

� 10 millions farmers in the Sahel
victims of Northern countries’
subsidies for cotton

� 221 millions people 2000, more 
than 443 millions in 2025
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� Development,  poverty 
reduction and  co-ops;  
based on ethics and  
common values, transfer 
of responsibilities, self 
help, equity, 
transparency and 
democracy.
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PLCP/CB IMPACT: Burkina Faso PLCP/CB IMPACT: Burkina Faso andand
SenegalSenegal

• Strengthening of human 
resource capacities and local 
development:

� Awareness-raising, training, 
health insurance for 6000 
women children

� 277 local organisations centred 
on grassroots people’s needs 

� Mobilisation 5000 women, 
Savings: 192.800 EURO 
(1992), job creation, rural girls 
exodus control, fight against 
prostitution, HIVAIDS



POST  EARTHQUAKE 
REHABILITATION  PROJECT  OF 

HANDICRAFT  ARTISANS  IN  INDIA



� TO ORGANIZE ARTISANS

INTO SELF- HELP GROUPS 

& COMMUNITY BASED 

ENTERPRISES (CBES)

� TO REGENERATE 

CAPACITY AND 

CAPABILITY OF 

HANDICRAFTS ARTISANS 

FOR POVERTY 

ALLEVIATION



ICA and PartnershipsICA and Partnerships

� ICA enjoys a constructive and extensive collaboration with 
a number of members and partners.

� Good partnerships have an important impact on 
development

� Survey of ICA members involved in co-operative 
development. 

� ICA/ILO Joint Meeting of Agencies
– Stockholm, March ’03 
– Oslo, September ‘03
– Washington DC, May ’04

ICA and PartnershipsICA and Partnerships



ICA and PartnershipsICA and Partnerships

� Long history of connection with the UK co-operative 
movement

� ICA represented on the steering group 
� Mirrors our own goals 
� ICA would like to bring its experience and skills to the 

SGA project. 

ICA and the SGAICA and the SGA



Joint ActionJoint Action

� Shared objectives
� Outreach - decentralised structure with regional 

and project offices
� Development experience
� Opportunities for co-operation
� Poverty campaign 
� Twinning
� Fair trade experience
� etc….

Joint Action



Our vision of NorthOur vision of North--South South 
partnership in the fight against partnership in the fight against 

povertypoverty!!

Work together in order to do without 
aid, produce without destroying �

Share the fruit of our work with  mutual 
respect and equity �



“Development is possible, not 
inevitable.”


