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Cooperatives		-	Key	partners	in	the	new	
European	Consensus	on	Development	

 

The International Co-operative Alliance is pleased to announce that after a year of actively 
participating in consultations, Cooperatives Europe achieved the recognition of 
cooperatives as key actors in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, with three distinct 
mentions in the new Consensus on Development.  

On 17th of May 2017 the European Union adopted the new Consensus on Development. The 

document is a joint agreement among the major EU Institutions – Commission, Parliament and 

Council. It provides the framework for a common approach to development policy that will be applied 

by the EU Institutions and the Member States and will guide their action in their cooperation with all 

partner countries, responding to the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development. Furthermore, the 

EU being the largest donor in development cooperation, the impact of this policy document extends 

to the global level of international development processes. 

Firstly, there is a commitment to “(…) private sector initiatives and social enterprises, cooperatives, 

and women and youth entrepreneurs, to boost the provision of local services as well as inclusive 

and green business models”, acknowledging cooperatives as a sustainable business model. 

Secondly, the EU and its members will “(…) promote the creation of farmers’ organisations and 

cooperatives, to address among others, better productivity of family farms, land use rights and 

traditional farmer based seed systems.”, recognizing the role that cooperatives play in driving poverty 

eradication and ensuring food security. 

Thirdly, the document addresses the diversity of actors within the development sector and their 

importance in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, stating that “(…) cooperatives, private sector 

and civil society have become instrumental partners in reaching the most vulnerable and 

marginalised people. The promotion and defence of space where these development actors can 

operate safely is critical for achieving sustainable development.” 
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Marc Noel, International Development Director, commented “We welcome the new Consensus on 

Development and especially the recognition of cooperatives as key actors to support achieving the 

implementation of the SDGs. Within our ICA-EU partnership, we remain committed that together we 

can pave a better future for development and cooperation worldwide, relying on people-centred 

businesses anchored in their local communities.” 

Follow this link to read the document in full, and read here Cooperatives Europe’s Press Release. 

 

***ENDS*** 

 

Notes to Editors 

The International Co-operative Alliance – independent, non-governmental organisation 

established in 1895 to unite, represent and serve co-operatives worldwide. The Alliance provides a 

global voice and forum for knowledge, expertise and co-ordinated action for and about co-operatives. 

The members of the Alliance are international and national co-operative organisations from all 

sectors of the economy. The Alliance has members from over 100 countries, representing close to 

one billion individuals worldwide.  

Cooperatives Europe – the European region of the International Cooperative Alliance, is the 

European cross-sectoral organisation representing cooperative enterprises. On behalf of its 90 

member organisations from 34 European countries across all business sectors it promotes the 

cooperative business model in Europe. Its members represent 140 million individual member 

cooperators owning 176,000 cooperative enterprises and providing jobs to 4,7 million European 

citizens. 

 

ICA-EU Partnership / #coops4dev - marks the set of common interests and objectives of a 

Strategic Partnership between the ICA and the European Commission until 2020 to: promote a 

conducive environment for cooperatives in partner countries; enhance a meaningful and structured 
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participation of cooperatives in domestic policies of partner countries, EU development programmes 

and international processes; increase regional and global cooperative capacity to perform their roles 

as independent actors more effectively. 
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